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Robinson has had the great advantage of having a personal 

knowledge of the geography and topography of the country trav 

ersed. 

Typographical errors such as "forbiding" (p. 343), "desribe" 

(p. 486), and "abscence" (p. 391) occur somewhat frequently 

throughout the volume; and the employment of the three forms, 
"Le Sueur," "LeSueur," "Lesueur" (pp. 336, 340, 344), for Le 

Sueur's name, of the forms "L'Huilier" and "L'Huilier" (pp. 
339, 345),instead of the generally accepted L'Huillier for the name 

of Le Sueur's post on the Blue Earth River, and of the treaty of 

"Buswick" for Ryswick (p. 343), furnishes illustrations of care 

less editing and proofreading. The index is inadequate ; the en 

tries under the various divisions of the alphabet are not even ar 

ranged in their proper alphabetical order. 

F. M. P. 

The Early History of Grand Forks, North Dakota. By H. V. 

Arnold. (Larimore, North Dakota, H. V. Arnold, 1918. 

154 p.) 
Mr. Arnold has for several years been writing and publishing 

studies on the local history of the Red River district. In a pam 

phlet, brought out in 1900, he discussed the history of Grand 

Forks County "with special reference to the first ten years of 

Grand Forks City." The present volume supplements the earlier 

study. To furnish the requisite historical background the author 

has wisely devoted the first six chapters to accounts of "all ex 

peditions and journeys of parties of whom we have any record, 
that in fur trading times, either came near or crossed the site of 

Grand Forks, or passed by it on Red river." The journal of 

Captain Alexander Henry supplies a large amount of information 

upon the establishment of trading posts at Grandes Fourches and 

other points along the Red River ; use has also been made of the 

journals of the expeditions of Major Long in 1823 and of Captain 

Pope in 1849. Unfortunately Mr. Arnold has not always had 
access to the original narratives ; he has had to rely largely upon 

excerpts in various secondary works, so that his quotations are 

not always entirely correct. A large part of chapter 6 is devoted 
to accounts of various overland trails and of the beginnings of 
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steamboat navigation on the Red River. The remaining chapters 

(7-10) deal with the history of Grand Forks from the date of 

the erection of the first log cabin in 1868 to 1882. 

Since much of the early history of Minnesota is connected with 

the extension of trade and the inflow of settlers into the Red 

River district, the book has much of interest for Minnesota read 

ers. It is not, however, free from inaccuracies; for example 

Jean Nicollet is used for Joseph N. Nicollet (p. 8), and the date 

August 22 instead of August 17 is given for the beginning of the 

Sioux outbreak of 1862 (p. 80). Nevertheless the study is dis 

tinctly worth while ; and it demonstrates some of the possibilities 
in the field of local history. 

WlLLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK Jr. 

Letters of Cyrus Foss Chamberlain, a Member of the Lafayette 

Flying Corps. (Minneapolis, Francis A. and Frances T. 

Chamberlain, 1918. For private distribution. 118 p. Il 

lustrations) 

On June 13, 1917, Cyrus Foss Chamberlain enlisted in the 

Foreign Legion of the French army as a candidate for the La 

fayette Flying Corps. One year later "he fell to his death in 

combat, having gallantly given fight to a group of enemy fliers, 

by whom he was hopelessly out-numbered." His parents have 

published his letters in order that they might "not only tell the 

story of the thrilling last year of our son's life, but that they may 
reflect and interpret the personality that was Cyrus." The date 

of the first letter is March 31, 1917, when Chamberlain first 

thought of going to France to fight. The succeeding letters, 
written principally to his mother ?and father, but occasionally to a 

friend or another member of the family, describe his experiences 
in New York and elsewhere, while trying to decide where to en 

list, ?and his life in the training camps and at the front in France. 

The last fourteen pages contain letters from friends and official 

communications relating to his death and burial. The letters are 

very interestingly written and reflect the author's fine qualities of 

modesty, straightforwardness, cheerfulness under adverse condi 

tions, and unassuming courage. Historically they are valuable 
for their vivid portrayal of the entire career from enlistment to 
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